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send our deepest condolences as they 
grieve during this tragic time. 

f 

NATIONAL SECURITY 
LEGISLATION 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, we are here 
facing yet another manufactured crisis 
with the vitally important PATRIOT 
Act provision set to expire in a matter 
of hours. In fact, we have less than 8 
hours before the expiration of this crit-
ical national security program. That is 
what we are faced with. 

Tonight’s deadline is certainly no 
surprise. As the junior Senator from 
Utah, a Republican, noted: ‘‘We’ve 
known for four years that this deadline 
was approaching.’’ 

Like so many other occasions in 
which brinksmanship has pushed the 
Senate and our Nation to the precipice, 
the dilemma we now face was com-
pletely avoidable. The job of the leader 
is to have a plan. In this case, it is 
clear the majority leader simply didn’t 
have a plan. The majority leader had 5 
months to introduce a bill from com-
mittee that would reform and extend 
the expiring PATRIOT Act provisions, 
but instead he bypassed the commit-
tees altogether and brought this to the 
floor unilaterally, with no committee 
hearing—none. 

The majority leader recently said no 
more rule XIVs, but that pledge has 
not lasted very long, has it. The major-
ity leader had, I repeat, 5 months. 

In fact, my friend, the ranking mem-
ber of the Judiciary Committee and a 
dean of the Senate, said this could have 
passed so easily in the last 2 years. The 
majority leader had 5 months during 
the time he has been the majority lead-
er to coordinate with the House, which 
passed FISA reform weeks ago, but in-
stead he went it alone. 

In fact, it is as if the House and Sen-
ate Republican leaders appear to be on 
different pages. Everyone saw this 
coming. Weeks ago, it was clear the 
Senate didn’t have adequate time to 
consider trade legislation, surveillance 
legislation, and, of course, the highway 
bill before the Memorial Day recess. I 
said that and others said that. 

Listen to what one Republican Con-
gressman said. His name is REID 
RIBBLE. 

He could have handled it better by being 
more prepared in advance for it. They ran 
out the clock basically by working on trade 
first; he probably should have ran the clock 
out on [surveillance] instead. I don’t know 
what his strategy is here. I’m a little bit 
flummoxed. 

I say to my friend, Congressman 
RIBBLE, that he is not the only one who 
is flummoxed; so are we. 

The Senate majority leader set up a 
collision course with no plan on how to 
resolve it. It seems the only plan the 
majority leader had on FISA was to 
jam it through last Friday night; this, 
despite the fact that an overwhelming 
majority of House Members oppose an 
extension, the President opposes an ex-
tension, and a dozen Senate Repub-

licans oppose an extension and so voted 
last Friday. 

Is it any wonder, then, that even the 
majority leader’s own Republican Sen-
ators felt it necessary to take matters 
into their own hands? 

The majority leader was also caught 
off guard by a Member of his own Re-
publican conference last week who re-
fused to allow the Senate to extend the 
provisions for a program that the Sec-
ond Circuit has determined is illegal. 

But, again, the junior Senator from 
Kentucky did not hide his thoughts. He 
was on the floor for 10 hours or so. I 
disagree with the junior Senator from 
Kentucky, but we are not in the mess 
today because of the junior Senator of 
Kentucky; we are in the mess we are 
today because of the majority leader. 

The majority leader should have seen 
this coming. Everyone else did, even 
those in his own party. Meanwhile, the 
Republican leader has repeatedly lec-
tured this body as to how it should 
function, but his actions have helped 
the Senate to not function. 

We can do without more lectures and 
defiant statements. We can do with 
more strategy, planning, and open lines 
of communication because it is the ma-
jority leader’s job to have a plan and to 
prioritize what must get done over 
what he would like to get done. 

In this case, my friend from Ken-
tucky simply did not have a plan, and 
that is why we are here staring down 
the barrel of yet another unnecessary 
manufactured crisis that threatens our 
national security. 

We heard what the head of the CIA 
said today on a Sunday show. He said 
he is afraid something will happen 
when this act expires. That is not just 
my assessment of the situation. This is 
from the head of the CIA. Senate Re-
publicans even feel the same way. 

The Republican junior Senator from 
Montana said yesterday: 

We could have done this a week ago. And 
this is the nature of Washington, D.C., al-
ways managing by crisis. 

Fortunately, there is a clear way out: 
pass the USA FREEDOM Act, which 
the House overwhelmingly passed with 
338 votes on a totally bipartisan basis. 
All we need are a few more Republican 
Senators to vote with Democrats and 
the bill will pass. Just three, maybe 
four, maybe five—but a few Senators is 
all we need to bring this unnecessary 
crisis to a screaming halt. 

I am confident we can pass this bill if 
the majority leader will bring it to the 
floor for a fair vote. 

Now, procedurally, it is going to be 
extremely difficult to not have this 
bill—this law expire. This is not a bill; 
this is a law that is expiring. Any other 
course than just passing this bill would 
require the House to act before mid-
night. They are not here, so it is not 
going to happen. There is not a quorum 
of House Members, and there are House 
Members who will object to a unani-
mous consent request anyway. 

Passing the USA FREEDOM Act is 
the only way I can foresee where the 

PATRIOT Act provisions do not expire. 
Now is the time for the majority leader 
to do what is right for the privacy and 
security of all Americans. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

USA FREEDOM ACT OF 2015— 
MOTION TO PROCEED 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the motion to 
proceed to H.R. 2048, which the clerk 
will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 87, H.R. 
2048, a bill to reform the authorities of the 
Federal Government to require the produc-
tion of certain business records, conduct 
electronic surveillance, use pen registers and 
trap and trace devices, and use other forms 
of information gathering for foreign intel-
ligence, counterterrorism, and criminal pur-
poses, and for other purposes. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
minority leader. 

Mr. LEAHY. I ask, through the 
Chair, if the Democratic leader will 
yield to me for a comment. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I am happy 
to yield to the Senator for a comment. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I was 
struck by what the Democratic leader 
said. He laid out the history of this. We 
are here in a manufactured, unneces-
sary crisis. It is a manufactured, un-
necessary crisis. 

Last year, by an overwhelming ma-
jority, the Senate voted to make im-
provements to the PATRIOT Act. The 
legislation made reforms to the provi-
sions that have now been declared ille-
gal. We did that but could not get past 
a filibuster. We had 58 votes. Normally, 
you think of 51 votes being enough to 
pass a bill. The Democratic leader will 
recall how hard he worked to try to get 
that bill through. The Republican lead-
er said: No, we will wait until next 
year. Well, next year came. We have 
wasted so much time. There has not 
been a single public hearing. There has 
not been any action on an alternative 
to the USA FREEDOM Act. 

But, I say to my friend from Nevada, 
he is absolutely right when he says the 
House passed the USA FREEDOM Act 
by a 4 to 1 margin. It was an over-
whelming vote, Republicans and Demo-
crats together, to get rid of the illegal 
parts of the PATRIOT Act, to pass an 
improvement. We ought to just take up 
the USA FREEDOM Act and pass it. 

If we were allowed to have a straight 
up-or-down vote in this body, I guar-
antee you, a majority of Senators— 
both parties—would vote for it. 

So I just wanted to say that while 
the leader was on the floor. 

I now ask for recognition in my own 
right. 
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